_ 1  Kings  20  -  Thursday,  January  7th,  2016 _ 

1  Now  Ben-Hadad  the  king  of  Syria  gathered  all  his  forces  together;  thirty-two  kings  were  with  him,  with  horses  and  chariots.  And 
he  went  up  and  besieged  Samaria,  and  made  war  against  it.  2  Then  he  sent  messengers  into  the  city  to  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  and 
said  to  him,  “Thus  says  Ben-Hadad:  3  ‘Your  silver  and  your  gold  are  mine;  your  loveliest  wives  and  children  are  mine.’  ”  4  And 
the  king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  “My  lord,  0  king,  just  as  you  say,  I  and  all  that  I  have  are  yours.”  5  Then  the  messengers 
came  back  and  said,  “Thus  speaks  Ben-Hadad,  saying,  ‘Indeed  I  have  sent  to  you,  saying,  “You  shall  deliver  to  me  your  silver 
and  your  gold,  your  wives  and  your  children”;  6  but  I  will  send  my  servants  to  you  tomorrow  about  this  time,  and  they  shall  search 
your  house  and  the  houses  of  your  servants.  And  it  shall  be,  that  whatever  is  pleasant  in  your  eyes,  they  will  put  it  in  their  hands 
and  take  it.’  ” 

-  This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  pictures  to  ever  be  painted  of  what  a  spineless  leader  looks  like.  King  Ahab  is  the  poster  child. 

-  Not  only  does  he  surrender  to  this  formidable  military  might  of  Ben-Hadad,  he  just  acquiesces  to  whatever  he  wishes  to  take. 

-  As  we’ll  see  next,  Ben-Hadad  is  taken  back  by  how  easy  this  was  and  as  such,  seeks  to  take  even  more  than  he  said  at  first. 

7  So  the  king  of  Israel  called  all  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  said,  “Notice,  please,  and  see  how  this  man  seeks  trouble,  for  he  sent 
to  me  for  my  wives,  my  children,  my  silver,  and  my  gold;  and  I  did  not  deny  him.”  8  And  all  the  elders  and  all  the  people  said  to 
him,  “Do  not  listen  or  consent.”  9  Therefore  he  said  to  the  messengers  of  Ben-Hadad,  “Tell  my  lord  the  king,  ‘All  that  you  sent  for 
to  your  servant  the  first  time  I  will  do,  but  this  thing  I  cannot  do.’  ”  And  the  messengers  departed  and  brought  back  word  to  him. 

10  Then  Ben-Hadad  sent  to  him  and  said,  “The  gods  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  enough  dust  is  left  of  Samaria  for  a  handful 
for  each  of  the  people  who  follow  me.”  1 1  So  the  king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  “Tell  him,  ‘Let  not  the  one  who  puts  on  his 
armor  boast  like  the  one  who  takes  it  off.’  ” 

-  Couple  of  thoughts  here,  the  first  of  which  is  the  elders  and  all  the  people  of  Israel  seemingly  gave  Ahab  a  new  found  strength. 

-  Often  times,  whether  it's  the  best  or  in  this  case  the  worst  of  leaders,  can  be  greatly  encouraged  by  those  who  surround  them. 

-  It’s  interesting  to  note  that  Ahab  doesn’t  even  ask  for  their  counsel,  he  simply  notifies  them  of  the  decision  he’s  already  made. 

-  The  second  thought  here  has  to  do  with  Ahab’s  willingness  to  follow  through  and  agree  to  the  first  thing  he  said  he  would  do. 

-  More  specifically,  he  would  still  agree  to  let  Ben-Hadad  take  everything  from  him,  but  that  he  could  not  take  everything  from  all. 

-  The  reason  I  point  this  out  is  because  Ahab  is  trying  to  appease  the  enemy,  and  to  give  in  just  a  little  bit  is  to  end  up  giving  all. 

Ephesians  4:27  (NIV)  —  and  do  not  give  the  devil  a  foothold. _ 

12  And  it  happened  when  Ben-Hadad  heard  this  message,  as  he  and  the  kings  were  drinking  at  the  command  post,  that  he  said 
to  his  servants,  “Get  ready.”  And  they  got  ready  to  attack  the  city.  13  Suddenly  a  prophet  approached  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  saying, 
“Thus  says  the  LORD:  ‘Have  you  seen  all  this  great  multitude?  Behold,  I  will  deliver  it  into  your  hand  today,  and  you  shall  know 
that  I  am  the  LORD.’  ” 

- 1  find  it  interesting  that  as  evil  a  king  as  he  was  God  isn’t  through  with  Ahab,  as  evidenced  by  still  trying  to  get  through  to  Ahab. 

-  This  speaks  to  the  nature  of  Who  and  how  God  is,  such  that  God  is  longsuffering,  kind,  loving,  full  of  mercy,  and  compassion. 

-  God  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  would  come  to  repentance,  and  this  is  a  perfect  example  here  with  Ahab. 

Of  this  one  commentator  wrote,  “This  was  a  generous  promise  of  God  towards  Ahab  and  Israel.  Their  hardened  idolatry  and 
rejection  of  God  deserved  divine  abandonment.  God  had  every  right  to  just  leave  them  alone  and  let  them  perish  without  His 
help.  Yet  God  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  He  showed  that  mercy  to  Ahab  and  Israel.” _ 

14  So  Ahab  said,  “By  whom?”  And  he  said,  “Thus  says  the  LORD:  ‘By  the  young  leaders  of  the  provinces.’  ”  Then  he  said,  “Who 
will  set  the  battle  in  order?”  And  he  answered,  “You.”  1 5  Then  he  mustered  the  young  leaders  of  the  provinces,  and  there  were 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two;  and  after  them  he  mustered  all  the  people,  all  the  children  of  Israel— seven  thousand. 

-  Notice  how  hungry  Ahab  is  for  answers  from  God.  This  is  textbook  in  the  sense  that  hardship  makes  us  hungry  for  God’s  Word. 

-  There’s  an  interesting  detail  in  verse  fifteen  that’s  not  so  easily  noticed  at  first  read,  and  it  has  to  do  with  the  number  of  7,000. 

-  Namely,  that  of  the  possibility  that  they  may  have  been  the  same  7,000  of  whom  God  told  Elijah  that  they  hadn’t  bowed  to  Baal. 
16  So  they  went  out  at  noon.  Meanwhile  Ben-Hadad  and  the  thirty-two  kings  helping  him  were  getting  drunk  at  the  command 
post.  1 7  The  young  leaders  of  the  provinces  went  out  first.  And  Ben-Hadad  sent  out  a  patrol,  and  they  told  him,  saying,  “Men  are 
coming  out  of  Samaria!” 

-  We  have  another  detail  in  verse  sixteen  and  it  sort  of  ties  into  the  detail  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  leaders  and  7,000  men. 

-  We’re  told  that  they  launched  this  attack  at  noon,  which  is  the  worst  time  of  the  day  to  launch  an  attack  by  virtue  of  the  heat. 

-  In  other  words,  not  only  are  they  significantly  out  numbered  they’re  subjecting  themselves  to  tremendous  difficulty  in  the  battle. 

1 8  So  he  said,  “If  they  have  come  out  for  peace,  take  them  alive;  and  if  they  have  come  out  for  war,  take  them  alive.”  1 9  Then 
these  young  leaders  of  the  provinces  went  out  of  the  city  with  the  army  which  followed  them.  20  And  each  one  killed  his  man;  so 
the  Syrians  fled,  and  Israel  pursued  them;  and  Ben-Hadad  the  king  of  Syria  escaped  on  a  horse  with  the  cavalry.  21  Then  the 
king  of  Israel  went  out  and  attacked  the  horses  and  chariots,  and  killed  the  Syrians  with  a  great  slaughter. _ 


- 1  love  it  when  God  does  this.  Once  again,  true  to  form,  God  gives  the  victory  to  His  people  in  the  face  of  insurmountable  odds. 

-  One  of  the  reasons  God  does  this  is  so  there’s  no  way  anyone  can  take  the  credit  for  that  which  God  alone  could  have  wrought. 

-  Replete  throughout  the  pages  of  scripture,  we  see  one  account  after  another,  where  God  brings  about  the  victory  in  this  way. 

22  And  the  prophet  came  to  the  king  of  Israel  and  said  to  him,  “Go,  strengthen  yourself;  take  note,  and  see  what  you  should  do, 
for  in  the  spring  of  the  year  the  king  of  Syria  will  come  up  against  you.”  23  Then  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  said  to  him, 

“Their  gods  are  gods  of  the  hills.  Therefore  they  were  stronger  than  we;  but  if  we  fight  against  them  in  the  plain,  surely  we  will  be 
stronger  than  they.  24  So  do  this  thing:  Dismiss  the  kings,  each  from  his  position,  and  put  captains  in  their  places;  25  and  you 
shall  muster  an  army  like  the  army  that  you  have  lost,  horse  for  horse  and  chariot  for  chariot.  Then  we  will  fight  against  them  in 
the  plain;  surely  we  will  be  stronger  than  they.”  And  he  listened  to  their  voice  and  did  so. 

- 1  see  this  King  Ben-Hadad  as  a  type  of  our  adversary  the  devil,  in  the  sense  that,  he  is  relentless  in  his  tenacity  to  destroy  us. 

-  As  far  as  Ben-Hadad  is  concerned,  this  is  far  from  over,  which  is  why  he  carefully  plans  his  strategy  even  down  to  the  area. 

-  Truth  be  known,  this  is  one  of  Satan’s  successful  strategies,  in  that  he  deceives  us  into  believing  that  God  isn’t  in  the  plains. 

One  commentator  wrote,  “Many  today  think  that  God  is  a  God  of  hills  but  not  of  the  plains.  They  think  God  is  a  God  of  the  past 
but  not  of  the  present.  They  think  God  is  a  God  of  a  few  special  favorites  but  not  of  all  His  people.  They  think  that  God  is  God  of 
one  kind  of  trial,  but  not  of  another  kind.” _ 

26  So  it  was,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  that  Ben-Hadad  mustered  the  Syrians  and  went  up  to  Aphek  to  fight  against  Israel.  27  And 
the  children  of  Israel  were  mustered  and  given  provisions,  and  they  went  against  them.  Now  the  children  of  Israel  encamped 
before  them  like  two  little  flocks  of  goats,  while  the  Syrians  filled  the  countryside.  28  Then  a  man  of  God  came  and  spoke  to  the 
king  of  Israel,  and  said,  “Thus  says  the  LORD:  ‘Because  the  Syrians  have  said,  “The  LORD  is  God  of  the  hills,  but  He  is  not  God 
of  the  valleys,”  therefore  I  will  deliver  all  this  great  multitude  into  your  hand,  and  you  shall  know  that  I  am  the  LORD.’  ” 

-  If  you’re  anything  like  me,  you  sort  of  get  the  impression  that  God  took  what  Ben-Hadad  said  as  a  personal  blasphemous  insult. 

-  Suffice  it  to  say;  this  will  prove  to  be  to  Syria’s  own  peril,  as  God  will  do  exactly  what  He  tells  Ahab  He  will  do  because  of  this. 

Adam  Clarke  -  “God  resents  their  blasphemy,  and  is  determined  to  punish  it.  They  shall  now  be  discomfited  in  such  a  way  as  to 
show  that  God’s  power  is  every  where,  and  that  the  multitude  of  a  host  is  nothing  against  him.” _ 

29  And  they  encamped  opposite  each  other  for  seven  days.  So  it  was  that  on  the  seventh  day  the  battle  was  joined;  and  the 
children  of  Israel  killed  one  hundred  thousand  foot  soldiers  of  the  Syrians  in  one  day.  30  But  the  rest  fled  to  Aphek,  into  the  city; 
then  a  wall  fell  on  twenty-seven  thousand  of  the  men  who  were  left.  And  Ben-Hadad  fled  and  went  into  the  city,  into  an  inner 
chamber.  31  Then  his  servants  said  to  him,  “Look  now,  we  have  heard  that  the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are  merciful  kings. 
Please,  let  us  put  sackcloth  around  our  waists  and  ropes  around  our  heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  of  Israel;  perhaps  he  will 
spare  your  life.”  32  So  they  wore  sackcloth  around  their  waists  and  put  ropes  around  their  heads,  and  came  to  the  king  of  Israel 
and  said,  “Your  servant  Ben-Hadad  says,  ‘Please  let  me  live.’  ”  And  he  said,  “Is  he  still  alive?  He  is  my  brother.”  33  Now  the  men 
were  watching  closely  to  see  whether  any  sign  of  mercy  would  come  from  him;  and  they  quickly  grasped  at  this  word  and  said, 
“Your  brother  Ben-Hadad.”  So  he  said,  “Go,  bring  him.”  Then  Ben-Hadad  came  out  to  him;  and  he  had  him  come  up  into  the 
chariot.  34  So  Ben-Hadad  said  to  him,  “The  cities  which  my  father  took  from  your  father  I  will  restore;  and  you  may  set  up 
marketplaces  for  yourself  in  Damascus,  as  my  father  did  in  Samaria.”  Then  Ahab  said,  “I  will  send  you  away  with  this  treaty.”  So 
he  made  a  treaty  with  him  and  sent  him  away. 

-  What  Ahab  does  here  is  wrong  on  every  level,  and  this  for  a  number  of  reasons  chief  of  which  is  he  gave  away  God’s  victory. 

- 1  would  suggest  that  one  of  the  reasons  he  does  this  is  because  he’s  motivated  by  fear.  He’s  terrified  of  the  Syrian  empire. 

35  Now  a  certain  man  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  said  to  his  neighbor  by  the  word  of  the  LORD,  “Strike  me,  please.”  And  the 
man  refused  to  strike  him.  36  Then  he  said  to  him,  “Because  you  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  LORD,  surely,  as  soon  as  you 
depart  from  me,  a  lion  shall  kill  you.”  And  as  soon  as  he  left  him,  a  lion  found  him  and  killed  him.  37  And  he  found  another  man, 
and  said,  “Strike  me,  please.”  So  the  man  struck  him,  inflicting  a  wound.  38  Then  the  prophet  departed  and  waited  for  the  king  by 
the  road,  and  disguised  himself  with  a  bandage  over  his  eyes.  39  Now  as  the  king  passed  by,  he  cried  out  to  the  king  and  said, 
“Your  servant  went  out  into  the  midst  of  the  battle;  and  there,  a  man  came  over  and  brought  a  man  to  me,  and  said,  ‘Guard  this 
man;  if  by  any  means  he  is  missing,  your  life  shall  be  for  his  life,  or  else  you  shall  pay  a  talent  of  silver.’  40  While  your  servant 
was  busy  here  and  there,  he  was  gone.”  Then  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  him,  “So  shall  your  judgment  be;  you  yourself  have 
decided  it.”  41  And  he  hastened  to  take  the  bandage  away  from  his  eyes;  and  the  king  of  Israel  recognized  him  as  one  of  the 
prophets.  42  Then  he  said  to  him,  “Thus  says  the  LORD:  ‘Because  you  have  let  slip  out  of  your  hand  a  man  whom  I  appointed  to 
utter  destruction,  therefore  your  life  shall  go  for  his  life,  and  your  people  for  his  people.’  ”  43  So  the  king  of  Israel  went  to  his 
house  sullen  and  displeased,  and  came  to  Samaria. 

-  What’s  striking  about  this  is  Ahab  is  not  repentant  even  after  this  prophet  pronounces  that  he’s  brought  judgment  on  himself. 

- 1  think  the  take  away  here  is  absent  the  paramount  importance  of  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God  we  incur  His  discipline. 

-  Ahab  has  no  idea  what  will  befall  him  because  of  his  unwillingness  to  fully  obey  God  and  completely  destroy  this  Ben-Hadad. 


